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Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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Indian Standard 

SPECIFICATION FOR 

CONSOLIDATED DATA PLATE 

FOR FREIGHT CONTAINERS 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards 
Institution on 31 December 1979, after the draft finalized by the Freight 
Containers Sectional Committee had been approved by the Marine, 
Cargo Movement and Packaging Division Council. 

0.2 The various international requirements demand a large number of 
labels, such as those for quality control, certification marks, transiting 
labels, etc, for ensuring safety aspects and carriage of goods in an 
undamaged state, and for handling. These labels are affixed at various 
locations on the sides and the ends. Such proliferation of marks, 
symbols, signs and plates has created needless complexity and cost to 
container owners and imposes difficulties for the users of the container in 
searching for a particular label. 

0.3 In this standard an endeavour has been made to consolidate all the 
essential data on one plate, which requires to be displayed. 

0.4 The following advantages are expected to accrue by the use of a 
consolidated data plate: 

a) A single plate would be simple to implement and control since 
it imposes no new procedural requirements of its own. It 
provides complete autonomy to regulatory bodies in the exercise 
of their individual responsibility and authority; 

b) it simplifies the inspection of the container for required inter- 
change and operational data and for conformance to various 
conventions by centralizing all information at one location; and 

c) there is a cost saving to the owner of the container, in that the 
initial marking requirements are reduced and several individual 
plates with accompanying labels, labour, tools and fasteners to 
attach to each are eliminated, 

0.5 The data plate, noting the various international conventions and 
manufacturer's data, has the data elements grouped into five general 
categories to facilitate presentation of information and promote its use in 
service. 
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0.6 In order to accommodate the respective approval mark of the inter- 
national and national bodies exercising administrative authority over 
conventions and regulations, it is recommended that they should adopt 
a small ( 50 X 50 mm ) stylized approval mark which can be conveniently 
displayed on the consolidated data plate. 

0.7 This standard is based on ISO/DIS 6359 'Freight containers — 
Consolidated data plate', issued by the International Organization for 
Standardization ( ISO ). 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard specifies requirements for a consolidated data plate 
which would contain all the essential data to be displayed on freight 
containers. 

1.2 This standard applies to all freight containers and is intended as a 
guide used by various regulatory bodies when developing the means of 
displaying compliance with their requirements. 

2. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

2.1 Data Plate Size — The consolidated data plate shall have a width 
of 200 mm and a minimum height of 200 mm. 

2.2 Size of the Lettering — Except as otherwise indicated in Fig. 1, 
the lettering shall have a minimum height of 5 mm with proportional 
stroke and character width, and be stamped into, or embossed on, the 
plate or indicated on its surface in any other permanent and legible way. 

2.3 Location and Size of Special Label Area — On the consolidated 
data plate, an area shall be established and reserved for the use of 
regulatory bodies to indicate conformance to regulations. 

Note — This conformance is indicated by the application of approval marks on 
the consolidated data plate. 

2.4 Data Plate Material — The data plate shall be of permanent, non- 
corrosive, fireproof, rectangular metal plate. 

2.4.1 Fireproofness of the plate shall be its capability of being clearly 
read after an exposure to direct flame for 5 minutes at a temperature 
of 538°G. 

3. DATA REQUIREMENTS 

3.0 The consolidated data to be recorded shall be in English and consist 
of the following container information: 

a) Manufacturing data, 

4 
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b) Strength data, 

c) Weight data, 

d) Inspection data, and 

e) Country of approval and approval reference ( see Fig. 1 }. 

3.1 Manufacturing Data — The following items shall be shown on the 
consolidated data plate: 

a) Company — Full corporate name of manufacturer and place of 
manufacture, that is, city and country of factory location; 

b) Date of Manufacture — Month and year of manufacture expressed 
numerically; 

c) Manufacturer's identification number of the container; and 

d) Type of Container — Insert as appropriate, the manufacturer's 
model number ( this may be blank on the plate if the container 
was approved after manufacture, or if the container was 
not intended for transport under customs seal ). 

Note — If the container has been approved by type, by customs, the 
identification numbers or letters of the type of container shall be included. 

3.2 Strength Data — The following items shall be included under 
this head: 

a) Allowable stacking weight for 1*8 g (in kilograms ). 

Note — The allowable stacking weight for 1*8 g may be calculated by assuming 
a uniform stack loading on the corner post. The stacking test load applied to 
one corner of the container shall be multiplied by the factor 4/1*8 and the result 
converted to the appropriate units. 

b) Racking Test Load Value — Transverse racking test load expressed 
in kilograms; 

c) Side Wall — Strength to be indicated on plate only if the side 
walls are designed to withstand a load of less or greater than 0*6 
times the maximum permissible payload, that is, 0*6 P; and 

d) End Wall — Strength to be indicated on plate only if the end 
walls are designed to withstand a load of less or greater than 
0*4 times the maximum permissible payload, that is. 0'4 P. 

3.3 Weight Data — The weight data shall include the maximum 
operating gross weight ( MAX GROSS WEIGHT ) expressed in 
kilograms. 

3.4 Inspection Data — The first maintenance examination date 
(month and year) for new containers and the subsequent maintenance 
examination dates (month and year) if the plate is used for this purpose. 
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3.5 Country of Approval and Approval Reference — The country 
of approval shall be indicated by means of distinguishing signs of two- 
letter codes [ see IS : 6928 ( Part I )-1973* ]. 

Note — In some conventions the country of approval is indicated by the name of 
the country or the distinguishing sign used to indicate the country of registration of 
motor vehicles in international road traffic. 

4. APPROVAL MARKS 

4.0 The approval marks shall be under the control of the authorities 
responsible for compliance and certification of the various requirements. 

4.1 Physical Characteristics and Properties 

4.1.1 The size, shape, colour of approval marks for display for the 
physical characteristics and properties shall be covered by the relevant 
conventions. 

4.1.2 Approval marks shall be self-adhesive films, thin metal or such 
mark as may be approved by the authorities and shall be permanent, 
non-corrosive and fire-proof. 

4.1.2*1 Approval mark of the self-adhesive film category shall be of 
a type which shall destroy itself when removed. 

5. LOCATION OF THE CONSOLIDATED DATA PLATE 

5*1 The data plate shall be permanently mounted in a manner acceptable 
to the authorities concerned: 

a) on the door end ( principal end where there are no doors ) and 
as low and as far to the left as is permissible by the container 
design; or 

b) in a location that shall protect the data plate from damage 
during container handling. 



♦Code for marking of ISI series I freight containers: Part I Identification marking. 
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APPRROVED FOR TRANSPORT 
UNDER CUSTOMS SEAL 



1 

CSC 8 mm 
t 

SAFETY APPROVAL 

IN — 


1 

8 mm 

t 






MANUFACTURE 




DATE — 




IDENTIFICATION No. 




TYPE — 



WEIGHTS: 

MAX GROSS WEIGHT: kg 

STRENGTHS: 

ALLOWABLE STACKING WEIGHT ( FOR 1*8 g ): kg 

RACKING TEST LOAD VALUE: kg 

SIDE WALL ( If different from 0*6 P ): 
END WALL ( If different from 0*4 P ): 

( Space for additional data ) 

CSC EXAMINATION DATES:, 

Note 1 — Plate size 

— Width: 200 mm 

— Height: 200 mm ( minimum ) 

Note 2 — All characters are 5 mm high unless otherwise ipecified. 

Fig. 1 Coniolidated Data Plate 
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